
Food Web 
 

 
 

In their simplest form, food webs are made of food chains. Food chains show a direct transfer 
of energy between organisms. A chain might involve a mouse eating some seeds on the forest 
floor. Then, a snake comes along and eats the mouse. A while later, an owl eats the snake. 
With each step, some of the energy from the sun, which is trapped within the seeds, is getting 
passed on. 
 
However, food chains do not accurately portray the transfer of energy in an ecosystem. This 
is because there are often multiple organisms that can be eaten, and many that can do the 
eating. For example, the mouse might eat seeds, but it also might eat some berries, or maybe 
even some grass. The mouse might be eaten by a snake, or the owl, or even a fox. The snake 
could be eaten be the owl, but also might be eaten by a fox. Since each organism can eat 
multiple things and can be eaten by multiple things, a food web is a much more realistic 
schematic of the transfer of energy within an ecosystem. 
  



Completing a Food Web 
Look at the following photos.  

 
 
Which would be the producer?  
Who is then eaten by who? 
Why might a wide and varied diet be a positive thing for the survival of creatures? 
Create a complete food web by adding the arrows between the picture. Remember the point of 
the arrow should be moving towards the consumer (the one doing the eating) to show the 
energy has been passed to them. 
 
Creating Food Webs 
Look at the following food chains. Each of the chains are linked somehow. What producers 
can you see? Which animals would be prey? Which animals would be predators? Can you 
create a food web which uses all of the information? You can include an image of each if 
you wish 

 

grass → cow → human 

grass → sheep → human  

wheat (bread) → human 

grass → dragonfly → trout → human 

wheat → chicken → human 
 
Now have a go at creating your own. 
 


